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About This Game

Nicolas Flamel gained posthumous fame as an alchemist. According to legend, he is said to have found the philosopher's stone
and attained immortality. Today, this is commonly dismissed as a fairy tale. The philologist Remy Chaveau thinks the same until
he gets hold of a previously unknown diary. The book documents the search for Flamel’s mysteries in a very cryptic way and it

looks like the diary's author was close to solving them just before he died. Henceforth, Remy follows in the footsteps of the
diary’s deceased writer and is drawn into a whirlwind of dark secrets and intrigues.

"History in Letters" invites you to a riddle-filled adventure in France. Not only does the game feature historical facts about
Flamel and French history, it also tells many interpersonal conflicts. The story is peppered with over a dozen puzzles which

make the game more challenging and enjoyable.

Take on the role of linguist Remy Chaveau and search for clues and hints. Solve tricky puzzles to reveal the secret of the
mysterious diary. An exciting journey through France and into the mysterious depths of Paris awaits you!
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So I bought this game because I had a coupon and love point and click adventure games. Even with a coupon I don't think the
price was worth it (EDIT: on sale for $10 from $15 USD). I got all the achievements (less 2) in 6 hours. Every dialogue
advancement causes the character sprites to flicker. Most puzzles are skipable - which on the one had is nice so you don't get
stuck, on the other makes the game a lot shorter. The incentive to complete the puzzles is to get the achievement and your
money's worth - although most of them could be solved with random guesswork and button pushing. And others, when I
eventually did figure out what you're supposed to do, there was no context clue that I could find to hint at that solution (I'm
looking at you last puzzle of the game). Without seeing the achievement title I likely would have been stuck longer.

To make matters worse, I tried to start a new game to see if I could clean up missing achievements - I found on a second
playthrough you get glitched halfway through the game and cannot advance. On a second playthrough, the items in your
inventory that you need to find are greyed out in the hidden object scenes. This is annoying but not game breaking. What does
break the game is when you are in the library and need to solve a simple guess puzzle of putting books on the shelf based on the
author's nationality, the books vanish from your inventory when you click on them. This puzzle cannot be skipped. Exiting the
unbeatable puzzle causes all other inventory items to disappear. I only fixed this by deleting all my save data and starting again -
not a huge loss since I completed the game a second time within an hour.

All that said, I really did have some fun with this game, mostly because there was no guide and I had to figure everything out
myself. But when I look at its faults and the total gameplay time, I'd strongly suggest only buying it when it's on sale, if at all.. At
first I tried to like this game because of the subject matter, then I tried turning a blind eye to what bothered me about it, and in
the end I gave up and asked for a refund.

The dialogue was not very inspiring. I would not characterize it as inane because it is one cut better than that, but just barely.

It's hard to tell when you should click to advance the dialogue. If you do you might miss something, but that's probably not a bad
thing.

I wasn't expecting the game to be about finding hidden objects, but it is. I encountered three puzzles, none of them giving hints
as to what I was supposed to do. That wasn't a problem on the first puzzle (an uninspired cypher solving puzzle), but the next
two were hidden object finders, after which I threw in the towel in disgust.

There are several YouTube walkthroughs that I should have looked at before buying the game, because I would have realized
what I was getting myself into.

A shame, because medieval alchemy is a great subject.
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